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The Greater Silver Pallet and 
Twenty Guineas were this Seflion 
voted to Mr. George Blackman, for 
dilcovering to the Society, for the ufe of 
the Public, his method of making Oil- 
Colour Cakes. A full account of the 
procefs, with the opinions of feveral emi- 
nent artifts on their utility, are hereunto 
annexed. 

Gentlemen, 

CONSCIOUS of your great attention 
to the improvement of every branch 
of the Polite Artsj and believing that, 
by my new-invented Oil-Colours in Cakes, 
I may furnifli to artifts and others a 
ufeful and convenient method of preparing 
colours for painting in Oil j I beg leave to 
fubmit to your coniideration, and for your 

encouragement. 
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encouragemcnt,abox of Colours fo prepared; 
and, if they are found worthy your attri- 
tion, I fhall cfteem it a high honour to re- 
ceive fuch marks of your approbation as you 
may think proper to beftow on. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

George Blackman. 

Londotii March 19, 1793. 
Society for encouragement of 
ArtSy Manufactures y and 
Commerce. 

The box above mentioned contained fe- 
veral cakes of colours, made according to 
the procefs hereafter defcribed; a vial of 
poppy oil y a glafs with proper hollows for 
rubbing down the cakes with oil, in the 
fame manner as water-colour cakes are rub- 
bed down with water j a vial of fpirit of tur- 
pentine, for cleaning the pencils j and a vial 
of copal varnifh, for varnifliing the painting 
when £nifhed. 

A full 
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A full defcripthn of the method of preparing 
Mr, George Blackman'j fuperfne 
OiL-CoLouR Cakes, as communicated to 
tht Society, February iZ, I794> andprac^ 
fifed by him before the Committee. 

Take of the cleareft gum maftick, reduced 
to fine powder, four ounces j of fpirit of tur- 
pentine, one pint j mix them together in a 
bMtle, ftirring them frequently till the 
maftick is diffolved : if it is wanted in hafte, 
feme heat may be applied, but the folutioa 
is beft when made cold. Let the colours 
to be made ufe of, be the heft that can be 
procured, taking care that, by wa/hing, &c. 
they are brought to the greatcft degree of 
finenefs poffible. When the colours are dry, 
grind them on a hard clofe ftone (porphyry 
is the beft) in fpirit of turpentine, adding a 
fmall quantity of the maftick varnifli ; let the 
colours fo ground become again dry j then 
prepare the compofition for forming them 
into cakes, in the following manner : — Pro- 
cure fome of the pureft and whiteft fperma- 
ceti you can obtain ; melt it over a gentlp 

S firs 
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fire, in a clean earthen veffel ; when fluid, add 
to it one third of its weight of pure poppy 
oil, and ftir the whole well together ; thefe 
things being in readinefs, place the ftonc on 
which your colours were ground on a frame 
or fupport, and, by means of a charcoal 
fire under it, make the ftone warm j next 
grind your colourfine with a muller^ then, 
adding a fufficient quantity of the mixture 
of poppy oil and fpermaceti, work the whole 
together with the muUer to a proper con- 
liftence; take, then, a piece, of a fit fizefor 
the cake you intend to make ; roll it into a 
ball, put it into a mould, prefs it, and It will 
be complete. 

When thefe cakes are to be ufed, they 
muft be rubbed down in poppy or other oil, 
or in a mixture of fpirit of turpentine and 
oil, as may beft fuit the convenience or in- 
tention of the artift. 



In 
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In confequence of Letters written to the 
feveral Artifts under mentioned, who had 
been requefted to make trial of Mr. 
Blackman's OiL-CoLouR Cakes, the 
Society were favoured with the following 
anfwers. 

IV/f R. CoswAY prefents hi? compliments 
to Mr. More, and begs the favour 
of him to inform the Gentlemen of the 
Committee of Polite Arts, that, in confor- 
mity to their requeft, he has made feveral 
experiments with the colours he received by 
their order ; and is of opinion that the man- 
ner in which they are compofed, is a new 
and ufeful difcovery ; and the great advan- 
tage they pofTefs of drying without a fkin 
on the furface, is a very effential improve- 
ment on the ufual mode of Oil-painting, par- 
ticularly for fmall works. 

Mr. Cofway has delayed writing his 
opinion until now, that he might with more 
certainty judge of the properties of the co- 
lours with regard to drying, &c. 

Stratford Place ^ 
January 9, 1794. 

S,2 Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemei*, 

A S I am defired to give you my opiniort 
concerning a box of Colours prepared 
in a certain manner, and prefented for youf 
approbation by Mr. Blackman, I take the 
liberty to fay, I found the fame pleafure and 
convenience in working them as in Oil-Co- 
lours, in every refpedt. I can fay nothing as 
to their durability j that muft be left to time. 
One advantage thefe colours pofTefs above 
othersj they muft be very convenient to 
travellers, as they are always fit for imme- 
diate ufe, they not drying hard nor fkinning 
over. The pallet from whence I painted 
the iketch before you, is now as fit for ufe as 
at firft. 
I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 
Thomas Stothard. 

Newman Street, 
January II, 1794* 

Society for the encouragement 
of Arts, ManufaSiufes, and 
Commerce* 



POLITE ARTS. 277 



TT having been aflerted that thje Oil- Co- 
lour Cakes prepared by Mr. Blackman, 
and for tjie difcovery of which the Society 
had voted to him their Greater Silver Pallet 
an4 Twenty Guineas, would not work after 
they had been kept fome time, ^nd becpme 
fully dry; Mr. Stothard was requefted again 
to make trial of them j and the t|iree Cakes 
prepared before the Committee, the one of 
Red Lead, another of Pruffian Blue, and the 
other of Lake, were tried by him on the 5 th 
pf March, 1794, and acknowledged by him 
to work equally well with thofe he had be- 
fore tried. The three Cakes of Red Lead, 
PrufGan Blue, and Lake, which were origi- 
nally fent by Mr. Blackman, and had been 
in the cuftody of the Society and Mr. Cof- 
w^v, from March, 1793, were then put into 
^he har^ds of Mr. Stothard | and he was de- 
^red to try them ; when he gave it as his 
clear opinion, that they v^orked equally well 
with the others, and thinks Mr. Blackman's 
^ifcovery of the art of making fuch cakes 
S 3 well 
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well deferving the reward beftowed upon 
him by the Society. Some famples of the 
colours tried that day by Mr. Stothard are 
relerved. 

Mr. Abbot, alfo, who obligingly made 
trial of the old Red-Lead cake, faid it 
worked perfedlly well, and much more re- 
fembled, in the working, an earthy matter 
than Red Lead ufually does j which he 
confidered as a great merit ; faid he has fre- 
<^uently ufed colours prepared by Mr, 
Blackman, particularly his Red Lead; which, 
as far as he can judge, is better preferved 
from changing, by this method of preparing, 
than by any other he has met with -, and, as 
the tint given by Red Lead is peculiarly 
adapted tp the higheft lights of flefh, more 
efpecially on the forehead in portrait-paint- 
ing, he thinks Mr. Blackman's difcovery, 
if it fully anfwers that purpofe, a very ad- 
vantageous one to artifts j that he has fo 
good an opinion of Mr. Blackman's inge- 
nuity and merit pn this head, that he has 

ordered 
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ordered a fet of coburs prepared in his man- 
ner, in bladders, for his own ufe. 

N. B. It may here be proper to obferve 
that Mr. Blackman's Colours in bladders are 
prepared with a mixture of Spermaceti, and 
differ from his Cakes only in having a larger 
proportion of oil. 
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